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From the first few weeks of working as a certified nursing assistant at Mease Countryside Hospital, I fell in love with the nursing profession. I have always wanted a career in which I am helping my community and people on an individual level, and this profession allows me to do that. I really enjoy caring for the patients and interacting with them and their families as well as sharing some of the knowledge I have acquired both from school and on the job. It is a career with tremendous responsibility and great rewards. My dream is to someday be a nurse anesthetist.

As anyone who has attended school while working knows, it is difficult to balance study time with working enough hours to pay the bills. My family is very supportive of my desire to further my education, and, as I am the first of my family to attend college, I feel that failure is not an option. They are helpful in that they are willing to quiz me, help me study, and even let me practice my non-invasive skills on them, but unfortunately they are unable to help me much financially. My belief is that my education comes first, yet somehow the bills must get paid. I have done well so far in my first semester of nursing school while living from paycheck to paycheck; however, without the ability to make more time in a day, I find both meeting my finances and keeping a high GPA a challenge. To be successful as a nurse anesthetist, a respectable GPA is a must because the field is so competitive. I feel that this scholarship is the key to not only lightening the burden of my financial duties, but also opening doors to other avenues of learning improvement such as workshops on study / memorization techniques, test taking tips, time management and more. The money would afford me the extra time needed to attend these workshops and tutoring sessions needed to improve my GPA and assure my success into the future.

My plan for success is to try to reduce my hours worked while still fulfilling my work commitment to Bay Care so that I can free up time to attend these workshops related to nursing and improving my learning skills. This should allow me to boost my GPA and assist me in getting through the next stages of school. Working fewer hours will make for a tight budget, and this scholarship would help me tremendously in that capacity. Either way, I intend to continue my education to one day enjoy my career as a nurse anesthetist.

